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ANNUAL 


REPORT 


ALFRED  SEYMOUR  TAYLOR, 

F.R.I.P.H.,  L.R.C.P.E.,  L.R.C.S.E.,  L.R.F.P.  AND  S.G.,  L.M. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO 

Seaton  Delaval  Urban  District  Council. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Seaton  Delaval 

Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

1  herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1925. 

Area. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  5,349  acres. 

Population. 

The  population  as  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1925,  by  the 
Registrar  General  is  8,095. 

The  inhabitants  consist  principally  of  coal  miners  who  work  at 
the  Collieries  in  the  neighbourhood,  a  few  agricultural  workers 
and  farmers,  and  trades  dependent  upon  them. 

No  factories  or  shipbuilding  industries  are  carried  on  in  the 
district. 


Births. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  births  were  registered  during  the 
year  (81  males  and  77  females)  giving  a  birth  rate  of  19.59  per 
thousand  per  annum  a  decrease  of  2.08  as  compared  with  1924. 
Of  these  births,  eight  were  illegitimate  (6  males  and  2  females). 
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Deaths. 

Seventy-Seven  deaths  were  reported  (40  males  and  37  females), 
being  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  9.59  per  thousand  per  annum, 
on  the  estimated  population,  being  a  decrease  of  2.49  as  compared 
with  the  year  1924. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

Two  deaths  were  recorded  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  equal  to  a 
Zymotic  death  rate  of  0.24  per  thousand  per  annum. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate. 

Five  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (3  males  and  2 
females)  occurred  during  the  year,  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of 
0.61,  an  increase  of  0.20  per  thousand  per  annum. 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases’  Death  Rate. 

Two  deaths  (both  males)  from  other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 
were  recorded  during  the  year,  giving  a  death  rate  of  0.24  per 
thousand  per  annum. 

Respiratory  Death  Rate. 

Eight  deaths  occurred  from  Respiratory  Diseases  (5  males  and 
3  females),  Bronchitis  nil  ;  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  8  ;  other 
Respiratory  Diseases  nil. 

Practically  all  of  these  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  a  complication 
of  Influenza. 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

Infantile  Mortality  rate  80.45  per  thousand  births,  a  decrease 
of  9*47  as  compared  with  the  year  1924. 

Puerperal  Deaths. 

No  deaths  from  sepsis  or  other  causes,  in  consequence  of 
child-birth  have  been  recorded. 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years). 

Two  deaths  are  recorded  as  having  occurred  from  Diarrhcea 
(under  two  years),  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  0*24  per  thousand  per 
annum,  the  same  as  the  previous  year. 

Rateable  Value. 

The  assessable  value  of  district  (at  March  31st,  1925), 

^35,011  15s.  2d. 
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Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Ninecy-one  cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  were  notified  during 
ihe  year,  viz. 


1 

4 
7 

5 

12 

7 

40 

3 

12 


Smallpox  ... 

Diphtheria... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas... 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 
Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms) 
Pneumonia  (All  Forms) 
Encephalitis  Letharepca 
Chickenpox  (6  mos) 
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Nine  were  admitted  to  Hospital.  Scarlet  Fever  6  ;  Diphtheria 
2  ;  Smallpox  1  ;  (Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  5 — Sanatorium). 

All  the  infected  houses  were  fumigated,  after  removal  of  the 
patients.  Disinfectants  are  provided  in  all  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases.  Antitoxin  provided  gratuitously  to  medical  practitioners 
for  early  inoculation  of  Diphtheria  cases. 

Fumigation  is  carried  out  regularly  in  all  Schools  during  the 
holidays. 

Diphtheria,  of  a  sporadic  nature,  occurred  in  different  parts  of 
the  district,  not  being  confined  to  any  one  particular  area,  school 
or  milk  supply,  in  old  and  new  property  alike. 

No  doubt  damp  atmospheric  conditions  experienced  during 
the  year  were  conducive  to  this  disease. 

Four  cases  were  notified  as  against  five  for  the  previous  year. 
None  proved  fatal. 

Pneumonia  was  very  prevalent,  in  almost  every  case  as  a 
complication  of  Influenza.  Forty  cases  being  notified  “during  the 
year,  an  increase  of  twenty  on  the  previous  year.  There  were 
eight  fatal  cases  (5  males  and  3  females). 

Tuberculosis  ( Pulmonary) — Twelve  cases  were  reported,  as 
against  eleven  for  the  previous  year.  Several  of  these  cases  were 
removed  to  Sanatoria  for  tieatment,  under  the  Northumberland 
County  Council  Scheme. 

Seven  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  were  notified  as 
against  seventeen  for  the  previous  year  ;  the  greater  number  were 
children  with  cervical  (neck)  glands  being  affected. 


6 


Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Smallpox  in  the  neighbouring 
districts,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  make  Chickenpox  a  notifiable 
disease  for  six  months,  which  was  carried  out.  Twelve  cases  were 
notified  during  that  period. 

Three  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  were  notified  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  one  upon  the  previous  year.  Two  proved 
fatal. 

The  name  4  4  Sleepy  Sickness  ”  which  is  sometimes  popularly 
used  is  to  be  deprecated,  as  it  is  apt  to  lead  to  confusion  with  the 
sleeping  sickness  of  African  countries,  an  entirely  different  malady 
due  to  a  trypanosome.  This  is  an  obscure  disease,  no  visible 
parasitic  cause  (e.g. ,  bacteria,  protoza)  can  be  found. 

Generally,  the  degree  of  infectivity  from  person  to  person  is 
of  low  order.  No  specific  treatment  is  as  yet  available.  The  cases 
of  mortality  may  be  given  as  between  20  and  50  per  cent. 

Non-Notifiable  Diseases. 

INFLUENZA. 

Influenza  has  been  prevalent  in  a  more  or  less  degree  during 
the  year.  In  several  cases,  pneumonia  supervening,  proved  fatal. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Whooping  Cough  was  very  prevalent.  There  were  two  fatal 
cases. 

MEASLES. 

Measles  was  prevalent  throughout  the  district,  more  especially 
in  the  New  Hartley  Ward,  where  it  assumed  the  characteristic  of 
an  epidemic,  materially  affecting  the  attendance  in  the  Infant 
Department  of  the  School,  during  the  month  of  April.  One  case 
proved  fatal. 

Cursing  Arrangements  and  Hospitals  available  for  the  District. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General,  is  carried  out  by  Nurses  provided  by  the  North¬ 
umberland  Nursing  Association,  in  connection  with  the 
local  Nursing  Associations,  which  are  maintained  by 
voluntary  contributions,  and  by  members  subscribing 
a  fortnightly  payment. 

This  work  is  carried  on  independently  of  the  Local 
Authority. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases  e.g.  Measles,  etc.  There  is  no 
such  provision. 
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Midwives, — The  Local  Nursing  Association’s  Nurses,  who  are  fully 
qualified  midwives,  act  as  midwives  in  the  district. 
None  are  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Public  Health 
Authority. 

There  are  no  midwives  practising  in  the  district, 
other  than  the  above-mentioned  Nurses,  who  act  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Local  Medical  Practitioners  and 
are  not  allowed  under  the  rules  of  the  Association  to  take 
cases  on  their  own  behalf. 

Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. — 

A  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  maintained  by  the 
County  Council,  who  employ  a  Health  Visitor. 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries,  School  Clinics,  Tuberculosis  or 
Venereal  Diseases  Centres  in  the  district. 

Hospitals  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(a)  Fever  Hospital,  at  Scaffold  Hill. 

( b)  Smallpox  Hospital,  at  the  Grange,  Earsdon,  both  under 
the  Earsdon  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Other  Hospitals  available  for  the  District. 

(c)  Sanatoria  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

( d )  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

(e)  Child  ren’s  Hospital,  ,, 

(/)  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  ,, 

(g)  Skin  Diseases  Hospital,  ,, 

{h)  Throat  and  Ear  Hospital,  ,, 

(/)  Eye  Hospital,  ,, 

(/)  Venereal  Diseases  Centre,  ,, 

(k)  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries,  ,,  and  at  Blyth 

All  of  which  are  available  for  the  district,  and  not  supported 
either  wholly  or  in  part  by  the  Local  District  Council. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children  in  the  district. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  A  Motor  Ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Earsdon  Joint 
Hospital  Board. 

(b)  A  Motor  Ambulance  for  accidents  and  emergency  cases 
occurring  amongst  the  workmen  is  provided  by  the  local 
Colliery. 
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Laboratory  Work, 

(a)  Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  free  of  cost  to 
Medical  Practitioners  and  patients,  at  the  University  of 
Durham  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  under 
arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

(b)  Chemical  and  other  analysis  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
public  analyst  at  the  expense  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Diptheria  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  gratuitously  by  the  Local 
Authority  to  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  district,  a  constant  supply 
always  at  hand  at  the  Council  Offices.  Advantage  is  taken  of  this 
facility  for  the  early  treatment  of  cases.  No  use  has  been  made  of 
the  tests  known  as  the  Schick  and  Bisk  tests  in  Diphtheria  and 
Scarlet  Fever  respectively,  or  of  the  artifical  methods  of  immuni¬ 
zation  against  these  diseases. 

Acts  in  Force- 

Infectious  Diseases  ''Notification)  Act  1889.  Adopted  1912. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  1890.  Adopted  1912. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890  ( Parts  2 ,  j  and  4 ). 

Adopted  1913  and  1924 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907  ( Part  to J. 

Adopted  1913. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  attached  deals  with  this  f vide 
Report  attached ). 

Public  Health  Staff. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  : — 

Medical  Officer — part  time. 

Clerk  to  the  Council — part  time. 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector — -whole  time. 

Office  Clerk — whole  time. 

Contribution  is  made  by  Exchequer  Grants  to  the  Medical 
Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector’s  salaries. 

Housing-. 

New  Bye-laws  relating  to  new  streets  and  buildings  were  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  which  came  into  force  on  April 
2nd,  1925. 

Twenty  houses  were  erected  and  occupied  during  the  year, 
fourteen  of  which  were  eligible  for  the  subsidy  grant  of  ;675,  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1923. 
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The  Housing  Act,  1925,  which  came  into  force  in  July,  gives 
Local  Authorities  fuller  powers  to  enforce  repairs,  close  insanitary 
premises,  and  the  demolition  of  insanitary  houses. 

A  large  number  of  houses  in  this  district  are  certainly  below 
standard  and  many  are  overcrowded,  being  occupied  by  two  or  more 
families. 

The  Seaton  Delaval  Coal  Go.  were  carrying  out  a  scheme  of  im¬ 
provements  to  their  property  by  a  process  of  reconstruction,  but  is 
held  in  abeyance,  owing  to  industrial  disturbance. 

It  is  by  this  method  that  houses  can  be  made  fit  for  habitation 
according  to  the  Act. 

Hussey  Street  and  Bottle  House  Square,  at  Seaton  Sluice,  are 
without  privy  or  ashpit  accommodation  mid  are  generally  in  a  bad 
j  condition  and  should  be  closed  and  demolished. 

a 

The  back-to-back  houses  at  Camp  Terrace  and  Double  Row, 
Seaton  Delaval,  should  be  converted  into  single  houses,  making  them 
more  healthy  and  suitable  for  large  families. 

Schools. 

There  are  four  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district. 

The  sanitary  Condition  and  water  supply  of  these  are  satisfactory. 

Water  Supply. 

The  district  has  a  good  supply  of  water,  obtained  in  bulk  from 
the  Tynemouth  Corporation,  from  their  waterworks  at  Fontburn,  near 
Rothbury,  and  distributed  by  the  Council  throughout  the  area  in  their 
own  mains. 

The  supply  has  been  well  maintained  during  the  year.  4  he  total 
consumption  of  water  for  the  year  was  36,295,977  gallons,  or  99,444 
gallons  per  day,  equal  to  1 2 ‘4  gallons  per  head  of  the  population. 

A  sample  of  water  derived  from  the  well  at  Briardene  Farm  was 
analysed  and  certified  fit  for  domestic  purposes. 

Owing  to  the  subsidence  in  the  Avenue  through  Colliery  workings 
causing  breaking  of  the  mains,  the  supply  to  Seaton  Sluice  and  Old 
Hartley  has  been  occasionally  temporarily  cut  off. 

There  is  an  agreement  with  the  War  Office  for  the  use  of  their 
water  tank  at  Old  Hartley,  as  a  storage  reservoir  for  use  during  the 
shortage  of  supply. 
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Prlwafe  Streets. 

During  the  year  private  street  works  were  completed  at  Seaton 
Delaval  and  Seaton  Sluice. 

!  There  are  many  unmade  streets  in  the  district,  which  are  a  source 
of  danger  to  public  health  and  should  be  dealt  with  under  the  Private 
Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

$G&,mngings 

The  whole  district,  with  the  exception  of  Seaton  Sluice  and  Old 
Hartley,  which  is  let  to  Contractors,  is  scavenged  by  Council  workmen. 
Privy-ashpits  and  ashpits  are  cleaned  out  every  fourteen  days,  privy 
pails,  earth-closets  and  ash-closets  every  seven  days  ;  ashbins  every 
three  days. 

<u 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  scavengers  after  each  cleansing 
and  disinfectants  are  also  distributed  by  them  to  the  public,  being 
supplied  gratuitously  to  the  residents  of  the  district.  If  the  inhabitants 
would  refrain  from  throwing  water  into  the  ashpits,  causing  fermentation 
and  stench,  the  ashpits  would  be  more  wholesome,  and  practically  free 
from  smell,  much  more  easily  cleaned  out  by  the  scavengers,  and  also 
deter  the  breeding  of  Hies. 

The  total  cost  of  scavenging  the  area  for  the  year,  was  ,£2099, 
equal  to  £1  per  house. 

0airies5  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Hetaiiers* 

There  are  fifteen  registered  cowsheds  and  twenty-three  milk 
retailers  in  the  district.  The  premises  are  frequently  inspected  and 
on  the  whole  found  satisfactory. 

During  the  year,  attention  has  been  given  to  the  examination  of 
milk  cows,  the  production  of  clean  milk  and  subsequent  handling  by 
retailers,  under  the  various  Acts  which  came  into  force. 

Wh  ere  milk  is  not  retailed  under  proper  conditions,  a  retailer  may 
be  removed  from  the  register,  and  any  cow  found  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  must  be  reported  to  the  Authorities.  A  Local  Authority 
can  now  have  any  herd  of  cows  examined  by  an  appointed  competent 
Veterinary  Inspector,  and  samples  of  milk  analysed  to  ascertain  if  such 
animals  are  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Any  person  knowingly  selling  milk  from  a  tuberculous  cow  is 
liable  to  a  heavy  penalty. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  milk  should  be  produced  from 
healthy  animals,  kept  under  clean  and  sanitary  conditions,  and  kept 
free  from  contamination  during  storage  and  handling  by  retailers,  as 
milk  under  unsanitary  conditions  is  known  to  be  a  source  of  infection, 
and  carrier  of  disease. 
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No  cases  of  tuberculous  cattle  or  milk  were  found  during  the 
year.  No  cases  were  found  where  it  was  necessary  to  report  any 
retailer  for  revocation  of  his  licence.  No  bacteriological  examination 
of  milk  was  deemed  necessary.  No  applications  were  received  for 
licences  to  sell  graded  or  tested  milk. 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  four  registered  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  which 
are  inspected  at  regular  intervals  and,  on  the  whole,  found  satisfactory, 
being  fairly  well  lighted,  have  a  water  supply,  kept  clean  and  in  good 
order. 

A  Meat  Inspector  has  been  appointed,  whose  duties  are  the  in¬ 
spection  of  meat  slaughtered  for  sale,  under  the  Meat  Regulations. 

The  number  of  premises  licenced  and  used  as  slaughterhouses,  is 
as  follows  :  — 

1920.  January,  1925.  December,  1925. 

Registered  4  4  4 

Licensed...  4  4  4 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  main  sewers  throughout  the  area,  continue  to  be  satisfactory, 
with  the  exception  of  the  northern  outfall,  which  is  under  consideration. 

The  question  of  a  joint  outfall  sewer  for  other  neighbouring  dis¬ 
tricts,  terminating  in  the  sea,  at  Seaton  Sluice,  came  before  the 
Council  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  the  area  being  included.  As 
the  Scheme  raised  many  points  of  importance  to  this  district,  it  was 
decided  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  Civil  Engineer  to  report  on  same 
and  on  the  sewers  in  this  area. 

This  report  will  doubtlessly  be  a  great  help  to  the  Council  in 
coming  to  a  decision  regarding  the  sewerage  of  the  district. 

The  sewers  are  regularly  inspected  and  flushed  out  periodically. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  houses  with  privies  in  connection  with 
large  open  ashpits.  This  system  is  anything  but  sanitary,  as  in  many 
cases  they  are  not  protected  from  surface  water  and  the  floors  are  below 
the  level  of  the  adjoining  ground.  These  should  be  entirely  abolished 
and  a  more  up-to-date  method  adopted. 

The  large  open  ashpits  are  a  breeding  place  for  flies,  which  enter 
houses,  pollute  food  and  carry  disease,  and  the  stench  which  arises 
from  fermentation  is  not  only  objectionable  but  directly  injurious  to 
health,  as  in  many  instances  they  are  in  close  proximity  to  dwellings. 
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In  this  area  all  new  houses  erected,  before  being  approved,  must 
be  provided  with  water  closets. 


There  are  approximately  in  this  district  : — 


Water  Closets  ...  ...  161 

Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  820 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  992 

Ash  Closets  ...  ...  ...  280 

Sanitary  Ashbins  ...  ...  156 

Privy  Pail  Closets  ...  ...  248 


There  were  only  two  instances 
during  the  year. 


of 


conversion 


into 


water  closets 


Every  endeavour  should  be  taken  to  effect  improvement,  by  con¬ 
version  to  the  water  carriage  sytem. 


Offersslwe  Tracies. 


Four  premises  are  licensed  for  frying  fish  in  the  district.  The 
premises  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 


Faetories  and  Workshops. 

There  were  ten  workshops  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
viz.  : — Baker,  1  ;  Bootmakers,  2  ;  Blacksmiths,  2  ;  Milliners,  2  ; 
Tailor,  1  ;  Printer,  1  ;  and  Joiner,  1. 

These  premises  were  regularly  inspected  and  found  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition  and  clean,  with  proper  sanitary  provision. 


Recommendations. 

1.  The  back-to-back  houses  in  Camp  Terrace  and  Double  Row, 
Seaton  Delaval,  should  be  converted  into  single  dwellings. 

2.  Working-class  dwellings  should  be  provided. 

8.  All  private  streets  should  be  made  up  under  the  Private  Street 
Works  Act,  1892. 

4.  The  improvement  of  defective  and  insanitary  property. 

5.  The  closing  and  demolition  of  Hussey  Street  and  Bottle  House 
Square  old  property,  as  the  houses  are  damp  and  without  ashpit  or 
privy  accommodation. 

6.  The  conversion  of  privies  and  open  ashpits  to  the  water  carriage 
system. 
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7.  A  new  road  is  badly  needed  between  New  Hartley  and  Seaton 
Delaval.  The  present  road  is  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair,  is 
dangerous  especially  in  the  winter  months  and  not  fit  for  vehicular- 
traffic. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  SEYMOUR  TAYLOR, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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APPENDIX. 


1.— General  Statistics. 

Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,349 

Population  (1925)  ...  ...  ..  8,095 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ..  ...  1,700 

Number  of  families  or  seperate  occupiers  (1921)  ...  7,880 

Rateable  Value  (at  March  3 1st,  1925)  ...  ...  ^35,011 


Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  £ 122  2s.  5d. 


2— Extracts  from 

Vital 

Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Births 

|  Legitimate 
(  Illegitimate 

Total. 

150 

8 

M. 

75 

6 

F. 

75 

2 

Birth  Rate 

19.59 

Deaths 

77 

40 

37 

Death  Rate 

9.59 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  j  from  sepsis  ...  Nil 
consequence  of  childbirth  ...  (  ,,  other  causes  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 
Legitimate,  80.45  Illegitimate,  Nil.  Total  80.45. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 
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Tuberculosis. 


Age 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

ANTHONY  DORIN, 

M.I.M.  AND  C.E.,  C.R.S.I. 

SURVEYOR  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

TO  THE 

Seaton  Delaval  Urban  District  Council. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Seaton  Delaval 

Urban  District  Gouncil. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  the 
31st  Decenber,  1925,  being  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  since 
the  inception  of  the  Council. 

The  District  was  formed  in  1912.  and  is  5,349  acres  in  area,  with 
a  population  of  8,095,  and  a  rateable  value  of  £35,000.  There  are 
four  Wards,  and  each  Ward  is  represented  on  the  Council  by  three 
Members. 


HoacHs  and  Streets. 

There  are  6|-  miles  of  classified  roads  under  the  Ministry  of 
Transport,  and  2f  miles  of  other  roads  and  streets  maintained. 

During  the  year,  72,052  super  yards  of  classified  roads  were 
surface  sprayed  with  bitumen  spray,  and  I  am  convinced  that  this  form 
of  surfacing  is  an  economical  means  of  preserving  road  surfaces  at  a 
modest  cost,  and  lengthens  the  life  of  a  road. 

Resurfacing  in  tar  macadam,  equal  to  about  2^3  miles,  was  carried 
out  on  the  roads  as  follows: — The  Avenue,  12,687  square  yards; 
Laverock  Hall,  1,897  square  yards;  Earsdon,  3,164  square  yards; 
Newsham,  2,  y20  square  yards  ;  Hartley  Station,  3,491  square  yards; 
and  other  roads  680  square  yards. 
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New  tar  macadam  footpaths  and  kerbstones,  amounting  to  3,066 
square  yards  and  1,050  lineal  yards  respectively,  were  laid  during  the 
year.  In  my  opinion,  well  made  footways  and  kerbs  are  essential  to 
the  proper  upkeep  of  the  roads,  and  I  would  recommend  this  work  to 
be  continued  until  all  footpaths  are  completed.  Good  and  well  kept 
roads,  footpaths  and  kerbs  are  an  asset  to  any  district,  conducive  to 
the  well-being  of  the  general  public  and  a  credit  to  the  Local 
Authority. 

A  scheme  for  the  widening  and  removal  of  dangerous  corners 
throughout  the  area  was  prepared  during  the  year  and  subsequently 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Transport  and  approved  for  grant.  The 
scheme  embraced  the  following  works  : — (1)  W  idening  of  Seghill  Road 
<£3,614  ;  (2)  Removal  of  bend  on  Laverock  Hall  Road  <£70 ;  (3) 
Widening  of  Grove  Banks  £2,150 ;  (4)  Beehive  Corner  £60  ;  (5) 
Brierdene  Corner  £57  ;  (6)  Crowhall  Corner  £69  ;  (7)  Widening  Old 
Engine  £420;  (8)  Widening  Lookout  Corner  £162;  and  (9)  Cram- 
lington  Corner  £60. 

It  was  found  possible  to  carry  out  Nos.  2  and  9  during  the  year, 
and  these  have  proved  worthy  of  the  expenditure. 

White  safety  lines  were  also  laid  where  necessary.  This  method 
entails  recurring  expenditure,  and  various  methods  have  been  tried 
throughout  the  country  to  improve  on  this,  by  means  of  inlaid 
porcelain  studs  and  tiles,  rubber  discs  and  courses  of  granite  setts. 
Until  some  solution  is  found  whereby  an  equal  wearing  surface  with 
the  road  is  obtained,  the  white  painted  line  will  hold  its  own. 

Grants  amounting  to  £2,505  were  received  from  the  Ministry 
of  Transport  towards  the  expenditure  on  Classified  Roads  during  the 
year. 

W7ith  the  ever  increasing  traffic  on  the  roads,  it  should  be  the 
policy  of  the  Council  to  improve  all  dangerous  corners  and  angles, 
strengthen  and  widen  where  necessary,  and  experiment  with  new 
forms  of  construction,  with  a  view  to  reducing  maintenance  charges 
to  a  minimum. 

The  County  Council  took  steps  to  secure  the  main  road  adjoining 
Collywell  Bay  from  further  sea  encroachment  by  the  erection  of  a  cliff 
retaining  Avail.  They  have  also  promised  to  restore  the  main  road 
footpath  at  Foremans  Row 

The  Road  Improvement  Act,  1925,  came  into  force,  and  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Act,  the  County  Council  have  laid  down  a  line 
of  improvement  in  this  district  from  Old  Hartley  to  Meggie’s  Burn. 
This  road,  when  made,  will  dispense  with  many  dangerous  corners  and 
bends  on  the  existing  main  road,  and  will  necessitate  the  erection  of  9 
new  bridge  at  Seaton  Sluice. 
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Private  Streets. 

During  the  year  private  street  works  amounting  to  =£4,320  were 
completed  at  Seaton  Delaval  and  Seaton  Sluice,  and  further  plans  for 
street  works  at  Shankhouse,  Seaton  Delaval  and  Seaton  Sluice  are  in 
course  of  preparation,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions.  These 
will,  no  doubt  be  completed  during  the  coming  year. 

There  are  many  unmade  streets  in  the  district,  such  being  a 
source  of  danger  to  the  public  health,  and  should  be  dealt  with  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892,  without  further 
delay. 

Water  Supply. 

The  area  is  supplied  with  water  taken  in  bulk  from  the  Tyne¬ 
mouth  Corporation,  and  distributed  through  your  own  mains  to  the 
various  districts.  The  total  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  was 
36,295,977  gallons,  or  99,444  gallons  per  day,  equal  to  12.4  gallons 
per  head  of  the  population. 

Seventeen  new  house  services  were  connected  to  the  mains,  one 
valve  fixed,  and  56  notices  served  for  waste  of  water  due  to  defective 
fittings  and  pipes. 

During  the  year  a  sample  of  water  was  taken  from  the  well  at 
Brierdene  Farm,  and  analysed,  and  was  certified  fit  for  domestic  use. 

In  many  of  the  older  types  of  houses  (in  flats)  the  only  provision 
f  made  is  a  water  tap  in  the  yard,  and  all  water  for  use  in  the  upper  flat 

!is  to  be  carried  and  stored,  a  practice  which  has  many  disadvantages. 
In  various  other  parts  of  the  district  water  is  obtained  from  stand  pipes 
in  the  street  or  road,  and  usually  one  is  provided  to  about  every  eight 
houses.  Such  a  supply  of  water  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Every 
house  should  be  provided  with  a  constant  and  sufficient  supply,  laid 
direct  to  the  house.  It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  know  that  every 
new  house  built  must  have  such  a  supply. 

There  are  four  elementary  schools  in  the  area,  all  of  which  are 
provided  with  a  proper  and  sufficient  water  supply  from  the  mains. 
Generally  the  supply  has  been  well  maintained  during  the  year. 

Scavenging  of  Hoys©  Refuse. 

The  whole  of  the  district  with  the  exception  of  Seaton  Sluice, 
which  is  done  by  contract,  is  regularly  scavenged  by  your  own  work¬ 
men.  The  periods  for  scavenging  are  as  follows  : — Privy-ashpits  and 
ashpits,  every  14  days  ;  privy  pails,  earth-closets  and  ash-closets,  every 
7  days  ;  sanitary  ash  bins,  every  3  days. 
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These  premises  are  disinfected  by  the  scavengers  after  each  cleans¬ 
ing,  and  disinfectants  are  carried  by  the  workmen  for  distribution. 
On  application  at  the  Council  Offices,  any  householder  can  receive  free 
disinfectants. 


The  total  cost  of  scavenging  the  area  for  the  year  was  £2,099, 
equal  to  £1  per  house.  The  amount  of  refuse  removed  by  the  Council 
alone  was  9,829  loads,  equal  to  4  tons  per  house  per  annum. 

One  horse  was  sold  and  one  bought  during  the  year. 

I  would  recommend  the  Council  to  carry '  out  the  scavenging  of 
Seaton  Sluice  by  direct  labour  instead  of  by  contract.  This  would 
entail  less  valuable  supervision,  and  would  enable  the  Council  to 
eliminate  complaints  and  dispose  of  the  refuse  in  the  most  sanitary 
manner. 


Practically  all  refuse  is  deposited  on  the  land  in  this  area,  and  the 
time  must  come  when  the  land  will  require  no  more,  and  other  means 
of  disposal  will  be  necessary  either  in  the  form  of  a  destructor  or 
discharging  out  to  sea. 

ID  (D 

To  reduce  the  amount  of  house  refuse  a  scheme  of  conversion  of 
privies,  ashpits  and  privy  pails  to  the  water  carriage  system,  where 
sewers  and  water  supply  are  available,  should  be  considered  by  the 
Council,  under  the  powers  contained  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1907. 


Sewerage. 

There  are  in  this  district  approximately  10  miles  of  main  and 
subsidiary  sewers,  with  outfalls  at  various  points.  With  the  exception  of 
the  northern  outfall,  which  is  under  consideration,  they  are  all  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  question  of  a  joint  outfall  sewer  for  various  inland  districts, 
terminating  in  the  sea  at  Seaton  Sluice,  came  before  the  Council  for 
consideration  with  a  view  to  this  area  being  included.  As  the  scheme 
raised  many  points  of  vital  importance  to  this  district,  it  was  decided 
to  obtain  the  services  of  a  Civil  Engineer  to  report  on  same,  and  on 
the  sewers  of  this  area.  This  report,  which  is  now  awaited,  will  no 
doubt  help  the  Council  to  come  to  a  decision  regarding  the  sewerage  of 
the  district. 

The  regul  ar  inspection  and  periodical  flushing  of  sewers  enables 
me  co  report  that  these  are  working  satisfactorily. 
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Plans. 

The  following  plans  were  submitted  and  approved  during  the 

year 


Dwelling  houses 

...  10 

Site  Plans 

...  1 

Shop  and  House 

...  1 

Garages 

...  4 

Alterations  and  Additions 

...  6 

Water-Closets 

...  1 

Petrol  Pumps 

..  1 
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Housing. 

New  Byedaws  relating  to  new  streets  and  buildings  were  confirmed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  came  into  force  on  the  2nd  April,  1925. 

During  the  year,  21  houses  were  erected  and  occupied.  Of  this 
number,  14  ranked  for  the  subsidy  grant  of  =£75  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1923. 

The  Housing  Act.  1925,  came  into  force  in  July  of  this  year 
giving  Local  Authorities  fuller  powers  to  enforce  repairs,  close  insan¬ 
itary  premises  and  secure  the  demolition  of  insanitary  houses. 


A  large  number  of  houses  in  this  area  falls  within  the  category  of 
“Houses  below  standard”  and  many  are  grossly  overcrowded,  being 
occupied  by  two  or  more  families.  In  view  of  the  position  of  the  coal 
trade,  it  seems  almost  impossible  to  venture  on  a  Housing  Scheme 
until  trade  is  more  stable.  It  is  regrettable  that  owing  to  the  above 
conditions  the  Seaton  Delaval  Coal  Company,  Ltd.,  have  not  been  able 
to  go  forward  with  their  scheme  of  reconstruction  of  colliery  houses. 
It  is  only  by  this  means  that  houses  can  be  made  fit  for  habitation 
according  to  the  Act. 

Such  houses  as  Hussey  Street  and  Glass  House  Square,  as  reported 
last  year,  should  be  closed  and  demolished  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
health. 

The  back  to  back  houses  at  Camp  Terrace  and  Double  Row  should 
be  made  into  single  houses. 


The  number  of  housing  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  15. 
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Public  Lighting. 

The  districts  lighted  by  rate  are  from  Seaton  Terrace  to  Foremans 
Row,  and  Shankhouse. 

There  are  79  street  lamps  in  us*-  during  the  winter  six  months. 

One  lamp  at  the  Avenue  Head  is  lighted  all  the  year  round,  and 
it  has  been  suggested  that  similar  provision  be  made  at  various  points 
in  the  lighting  area,  and  that  the  lighting  season  be  extended.  These 
are  matters  for  your  consideration. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  cases  were  reported  during  the  year  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  12 

Other  Forms  ...  ...  7 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  40 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  4 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  5 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  7 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  12 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ..  ...  3 

Smallpox  ...  ...  1 
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Of  the  above  cases  the  following  were  removed  to  Hospital  : — 
Scarlet  Fever  6  ;  Diphtheria  2  ;  Smallpox  1. 

All  cases  are  supplied  with  disinfectants,  and  all  premises  are 
fumigated  after  the  patients’  recovery. 

Public  Conveniences. 

There  are  now  five  public  conveniences  in  the  area,  one  of  which 
was  built  during  the  year  at  the  Avenue  Head,  at  a  cost  of  £420. 

These  premises  are  subject  to  a  great  deal  of  damage,  with  sub¬ 
sequent  charges  for  repairs. 

Generally,  these  premises  fullfil  their  purpose  and  are  appreciated 
by  the  public. 

Mortuary. 

A  public  mortuary  is  provided  at  Seaton  Sluice,  and  during  the 
year  the  premises  were  thoroughly  overhauled,  repaired  and  painted. 
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Sanitary  Conveniences. 

In  this  area  the  conservancy  system  is  chiefly  provided,  and  in 
many  cases  the  house  refuse  is  stored  in  large  combined  open  ashpits, 
closed  ashpits  and  privies,  within  a  few  feet  of  the  dwellings,  with  the 
consequent  dangers  arising  from  such  a  practice.  When  it  is  considered 
that  these  premises  are  uncovered  and  unprotected  from  the  elements, 
steps  should  be  taken  to  effect  improvement  by  conversion  to  the  water 
carriage  system.  There  were  only  two  instances  of  conversion  during 
the  year. 

Before  approval  all  houses  erected  must  have  W.C’s.  There  are. 
approximately,  in  this  area  : — 161  water  closets,  820  ashpits,  992 
privies,  280  ash  closets,  156  sanitary  ash  bins,  and  240  privy  pail  closets. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  SVSilk  Retailers. 

There  are  23  registered  milk  retailers  and  15  registered  cowsheds. 

O  o 

The  premises  are  frequently  inspected  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  are 
well  kept  and  clean. 

During  the  year,  special  attention  has  been  given,  under  the  various 
Acts  which  came  into  force,  to  the  examination  of  milk  cows  and  the 
production  of  clean  milk  and  subsequent  handling  by  retailers.  Where 
milk  is  not  retailed  under  proper  conditions  a  retailer  may  be  removed 
from  the  register,  and  any  cow  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
must  be  reported  to  the  Authorities.  A  Local  Authority  now  can 
have  any  herd  of  cows  examined  by  an  appointed  competent  Veterinary 
Inspector,  and  samples  of  milk  analysed  to  ascertain  if  such  animals  are 
suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Any  person  knowingly  selling  milk  from  a  tubercular  cow7  is  liable 
to  a  heavy  penalty. 

It  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  public  health  that  milk  should  be 
produced  from  good,  healthy  animals.,  kept  under  clean  and  sanitary 
conditions,  and  as  far  as  possible  kept  free  from  contamination  during 
storage  and  subsequent  handling  by  retailers.  These  matters  have  been 
brought  before  the  majority  of  cowkeepers  and  retailers,  and  I  am 
hopeful  that  the  result  will  be  better  and  cleaner  milk. 

No  cases  of  tubercular  cattle  or  milk  were  found  during  the  jmar. 
No  applications  were  received  for  licenses  to  sell  graded  or  tested  milk. 
No  cases  were  found  whereby  it  was  necessary  to  report  any  retailer  for 
revocation  of  his  licence.  No  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  was 
found  necessary. 
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Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  four  registered  slaughter-houses  which  are  periodically 
inspected.  These  premises  are  fairly  well  lighted,  supplied  with  water, 
and  generally  kept  clean  and  in  good  order. 

The  Inspection  of  meat  slaughtered  for  sale  comes  under  the  duties 
of  the  Meat  Inspector,  appointed  under  the  Meat  Regulations. 

The  number  of  premises  licensed  and  used  as  slaughter-houses 
is  as  follows  : — 

1920.  January,  1925.  December,  1925. 

Registered  4  4  4 

Licensed  44  4 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  four  premises  licensed  for  frying  fish  in  this  area,  and 
these  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  were  10  workshops  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
viz  : — Bakers  1  ;  Bootmakers  2  ;  Blacksmiths  2  ;  Milliners  2  ;  Tailors  1; 
Printer  1  ;  and  Joiner  1. 

These  premises  were  all  regularly  inspected,  found  clean,  with 
proper  sanitary  provision  and  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


Recommendations. 

1.  The  provision  of  houses  for  working  classes. 

2.  The  making  up  of  all  streets  and  roads  under  the  Private  Street 
Works  Act,  1892. 

3.  The  improvement  of  defective  and  insanitary  property. 

4.  The  conversion  of  privies  and  open  ashpits  to  the  water  carriage 
system. 


Again  I  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  and  other  Officials  of  the  Council,  also  to  the  public  generally 
for  the  manner  in  which  I  have  been  supported  in  the  discharge  of  my 
respective  duties. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


ANTHONY  DORIN, 


S 


urvevor. 


Sanitary  Inspectors’  Annual  Report,  1925. 

(SANITARY  OFFICERS’  ORDER,  1922,  Art.  XIX  (12)  ). 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Surrendered.  Seized. 

Legal 

Proceedings. 

1  —  Reef 

(Home-killed)  Stones 

2 — Beef(Imported)  ,, 

3 — Mutton  (Home- 
killed) 

4 — Mutton  (Im¬ 
ported) 

NIL 

5 — Pork  ,, 

6 — Game  Lbs 

7 — Poultry  ,, 

8— Fish 

9  —Fruit  ,, 

10 — Canned  Goods — 

Tins  or  Cases 

11 — Bacon  Lbs. 

12 — Cheese  ,, 

13 — Butter  ,, 

14 — Lard  ,, 

15 — Other  Foods — 

REMARKS—  (With  the  result  of  any  consequent  Legal  Proceedings') 


No. 

Samples  taken. 

Analysis. 

Remarks  as  to  Action  taken 
and  Result. 
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